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Blood-Stream Infection (CDC)

From: Witkowski, Sue [SWitkowski@bwmc.umms.org]
Sent:  Thursday, December 03, 2009 3:13 PM

To: Blood-Stream Infection (CDC)

Subject: Draft Comments

Thank for the public comment opportunity for this document.

I am unclear as to why the recommendation for antisepsis of skin for PIV’s is 70% isopropyl
alcohol and for hubs/access ports chlorhexidine is preferred. Both have instant kill properties and
accessing an injection site/hub/access port involves cleansing, dry time, and immediate access. If the
benefit of CHG is its extended kill time, why would it be needed for hub and not for skin?

Shouldn’t this be chlorhexidine for skin and alcohol for hubs?

Sue Witkowski, BSN, RN, CRNI

Nurse Manager Vascular Access Team
& Outpatient Infusion Center
Baltimore Washington Medical Center
301 Hospital Drive

Glen Burnie, MD 21061
410-553-2918
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